A Look at Suffering and
Redemption



Introduction

The story of Naomi is one of the most honest and tender portraits of suffering
and redemption in Scripture. Found in the opening chapters of the book of
Ruth, Naomi’s journey takes us through famine, loss, grief, and disillusionment.

| Butit doesn’t end there. Her life reminds us that even when God feels distant
| and our circumstances feel empty, He is still present and still working.

Naomi knew what it meant to follow God in seasons of fullness and in seasons
of famine. She experienced the death of her husband and sons and returned
home carrying grief so heavy that she renamed herself “Mara,” meaning bitter.
Yet God did not define her by her pain.

Through His quiet provision, faithful relationships, and perfect timing, He began L
weaving a story of restoration far greater than Naomi could have imagined.

This lesson invites us to look closely at Naomi's life. We will see how God meets \
His people in their grief, honors their faithfulness even when it feels weak, and \\
redeems what appears broken beyond repair. \

Naomi’'s story assures us that bitterness is not the end of the story and that
God’s redemption often begins in the most ordinary, unseen places.

As we study Naomi, we are reminded of a powerful truth: God is still writing the
story, even when we feel like the story has fallen apart.

Primary Scripture: Ruth 1-4
r-—

Key Theme: God 1s faithful even when life

feels empty, bitter, or broken.




1. Setting the Scene: Loss and
Displacement (Ruth 1:1-5)

Naomi begins her story in Bethlehem during a famine. She leaves with
her husband Elimelech and their two sons to live in Moab, hoping to
survive a season of scarcity. Instead, tragedy strikes: Naomi loses her
husband and both sons, leaving her with two widowed daughters-in-law.

Key Insight:

Naomi’s pain is real and layered—grief, loss of security, and the collapse
of her future hopes. Scripture does not minimize her suffering.

Reflection Question: '.

Have you ever made a practical decision for survival that led to \\
unexpected pain?




2. Naomi’s Honesty with God: Naming the
Bitterness (Ruth 1:19-21)

When Naomi returns to Bethlehem, she says: “Do not call me Naomi
(pleasant); call me Mara (bitter), for the Almighty has dealt very bitterly
with me.”

Naomi does not hide her pain behind spiritual language. She openly
acknowledges how she feels before God and others.

Key Insight:

God allows space for lament. Naomi's honesty is not rebellion—it is
relationship.

Reflection Question:

Where might God be inviting you to be honest instead of pretending to
be “fine”?




3. God’s Hidden Work: Faithfulness in the
Ordinary (Ruth 2)

Though Naomi feels empty, God is quietly at work. Ruth “happens” to
glean in the fields of Boaz—a relative and a man of integrity. Naomi
begins to recognize God’s hand again, declaring:

“The Lord has not forsaken His kindness to the living and the dead.”

Key Insight:

Even when God feels silent, He is often working behind the scenes
through ordinary obedience and faithful people.

Reflection Question:

What small signs of God’s kindness might you be overlooking in this
season?




4. Naomi’s Shift: From Despair to Hopeful
Action (Ruth 3)

Naomi moves from passivity to purposeful guidance. She instructs Ruth
with wisdom and care, helping position her for redemption through Boaz
—according to God'’s law and provision.

Key Insight:

Healing often includes movement. Naomi doesn’t deny her pain, but she "

doesn’t stay stuck in it either.
Reflection Question:

What step of faith or wisdom might God be asking you to take even while
healing? \\




5. Redemption Restored: Joy Beyond
What Was Lost (Ruth 4)

Boaz redeems Ruth, and Naomi’s story ends not in bitterness but fullness.

Naomi becomes a grandmother to Obed—the grandfather of King David
and part of the lineage of Jesus. “The Lord has not left you without a
redeemer.”

Key Insight:

God’s redemption does not merely replace what was lost—it often
exceeds it.

Reflection Question:

How does Naomi’s restored joy reshape your view of delayed hope?




Key Lessons from Naomi’s Life

God is not threatened by your honest grief

Bitterness does not disqualify you from redemption

God works through relationships, obedience, and time

Your ending can hold more joy than your beginning held pain

Closing Encouragement
Naomi’s story reminds us that seasons of emptiness are not the end of
the story. God specializes in restoring purpose, joy, and legacy—often in

ways we could never imagine.

Write any final reflections below...




Reflection




BRIDGE THE GAP

MENTORING BRIDGES THE GENERATION GAFP
JESUS IS THE BRIDGE

www.ellencastillo.com



	NAOMI
	Introduction
	Primary Scripture: Ruth 1–4
	Key Theme: God is faithful even when life feels empty, bitter, or broken.
	1. Setting the Scene: Loss and Displacement (Ruth 1:1–5)
	Key Insight:
	Reflection Question:

	2. Naomi’s Honesty with God: Naming the Bitterness (Ruth 1:19–21)
	Key Insight:
	Reflection Question:

	3. God’s Hidden Work: Faithfulness in the Ordinary (Ruth 2)
	Key Insight:
	Reflection Question:

	4. Naomi’s Shift: From Despair to Hopeful Action (Ruth 3)
	Key Insight:
	Reflection Question:

	5. Redemption Restored: Joy Beyond What Was Lost (Ruth 4)
	Key Insight:
	Reflection Question:
	Closing Encouragement


	Reflection
	www.ellencastillo.com

