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One-Another Care and the Gospel
John 13:34

“I give you a new command: Love one another. Just as I have loved you, you are also to
love one another.”

Lesson Two lays more of a foundation for one-another care. (If you have not read
through Lesson One, be sure to do that first.) In upcoming lessons, we will look to that
foundation as we consider how to offer help and hope to struggling people. This
foundation consists of understanding the Gospel, applying it, and thinking biblically.
This lesson is full of foundational content and will take an investment of time on your
part to consider all of it, but future lessons will focus on topic-specific life struggles and
will generally not be quite as long. Keep that in mind, and let’s make this necessary
investment!

Why do we need to understand and apply the One-Anothers of Scripture? What is our
goal? The goal should be to love God and others to advance the gospel. The two
commandments (love God and others and go and make disciples) are so closely tied
together that one can’t work without the other. (Matthew 22:37-39)

How would you define “The Gospel”?

What are the essentials of a Gospel message?

How could you explain the Gospel to someone who has never heard it?

The Gospel must be our starting point for all One-Another ministry. The One-Anothers
imply that we are to live with other believers. Of course, we also live with nonbelievers,
but the One-Anothers emphasize our role in each other’s lives, believer to believer.

The New Testament contains 59 one-another commands. (A PDF on the website
contains a list of those. You may print it to keep in your binder.)
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If you are in a relationship with a person God has placed in your life, and they have
understood a clear Gospel and are a Christian, you have a perfect starting point for
One-Another life together. If you are not sure they know a clear Gospel, you have an
opportunity to share it! How often have you asked a new friend (or old one, for that
matter) what they think the Gospel is and how it applies to their life? We can’t miss
this! It’s not only our starting point for One-Another care but also the ending point and
everything in the middle.

The Gospel is for salvation. It is also to be applied to our lives from that point on. It is
not to be applied in the sense that your salvation depends on performing a certain way
or upholding a certain standard of perfection. It is to be applied in the sense that you
know it, understand it, can explain it, and BELIEVE it. In the process of living life, the
Gospel applied has the potential to either gradually or immediately change how you
behave, how you relate to people, how you make decisions, how you view people, how
you view yourself and everything else about how you live.

People are sometimes intimidated about talking about the Gospel. Let’s be honest
about this in our own lives and ask God to help us to be able to explain a clear Gospel,
and to understand it and apply it to our own lives so that we can help others to consider
the impact of the gospel in their life, too.

What makes some people-helpers so weak in this area? Is it fear? Lack of
understanding? Maybe they are not sure they can articulate it clearly. Perhaps they are
afraid they will say something wrong. Sometimes, they are worried they won’t be able
to back up what they say from Scripture, forgetting where to find the verses. Many
reasons could be added to this list.

In a One-Another situation, one of the best ways to share the Gospel is to share your
own story of salvation. You can talk about your life before you came to know Christ and
what was happening when you first came to believe. You can talk about your
understanding of the Gospel, how it transformed you upon salvation, and how it
continues to transform you. Sometimes, our stories speak more clearly than through a
formulated “Gospel presentation.”

There is an account in the Bible about a woman you are likely familiar with and how
Jesus shared the Gospel message with her. The story of the woman at the well is found
in John 4:7-26. Please read it in your Bible, then come back here to see what we can
glean from this account.

Jesus did not use a “formula” to share the Gospel with the woman. In this passage, we
can take note of some ways to share a clear Gospel and to be sure it is understood:
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* Jesus met the woman when she was alone. Often, people will be more honest if
nobody else is listening.

* Jesus began with her immediate need—not spiritual but tangible (v. 7). Because she
was not a believer, she could not discern spiritual things (1 Cor. 2:14). Therefore, He
spoke about something she could relate to—water. We can approach people in the same
manner when developing conversations. If we are not confident they are believers, we
can make them more comfortable by starting with tangible conversations.

* After establishing a tangible conversation, Jesus turned to the spiritual (v. 10). He
simply talked of the things of God. The questions we ask could help us determine
whether the person understands what being a Christian means. We could ask, “Are you
involved in church?” or even “Do you love God?” We could then move on to asking
about their salvation testimony and what their current walk with the Lord is like. For
us, this can take courage.

* If this conversation reveals that the person does not have a personal relationship with
Jesus Christ, you can follow Jesus’ example from this passage before you further relate
with them. Verses 16-18 show how Jesus brought conviction, using the Law and gently
pointing out her transgression. Gently speak with people and let The Holy Spirit
convict; let Him direct you to what to say. Once they come to an admission of their
guilt, they are ready for hope.

* Jesus then revealed Himself to the woman at the well (v. 26). She was ready for grace.
If the person you are talking to is ready for grace, be sure to present the work of the
cross — that God sent His Son to suffer and die in our place. Tell them of the love of
God in Christ, Jesus’ resurrection from the dead, and the defeat of death. You can say
something like, “It’s as simple as this. We broke God’s Law, and Jesus paid our fine. If
you repent and trust the Savior, God forgives your sins and dismisses your case.” Be
sure to include the essentials of Jesus’s death, burial, and resurrection. If a person is
truly broken over their sins and grateful to God, then their confession will flow without
prompting, either silently or verbally. Be sure to pray with them. Make sure they have a
Bible. Encourage them to go to a Bible-believing church. Start a One-Another
relationship with them!

Any mentoring, discipling, friendship, and all One-Another ministry should continue to
be rooted in the Gospel. One of the best tools for One-Another relationships is this
phrase:

APPLY THE GOSPEL

What do you think is meant by “apply the Gospel”?
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As you engage in One-Another care with someone, you will find that there will be many
opportunities to share hope. People struggle in all kinds of areas. If you have any
ministry, family, or social life, you will likely bump into some of these struggles. Once
you are fairly certain that someone has grasped the Gospel for salvation, the help you
give them from there is to help them to see the need for and ability to APPLY the
Gospel to their life. You always want to be sure you are not giving them the idea that
they must change their behavior or mindset to earn approval, acceptance, or, even
worse, salvation. Always emphasize their eternal security; people often struggle to
believe this Truth.

Remind them of their identity in Christ and how He views them. It is not because they
earned it, but because of the Gospel — His finished work on their behalf. This concept
of identity is important to grasp as you listen to someone’s story and struggles. If you
notice that they don’t understand how valued they are and how much God fully
approves of them if they are in Christ despite what they have done or will do, or if they
tend to think they must earn his approval in some way, you will want to address
“identity” before moving on to other topics. Without understanding their true identity,
they will have a tough time receiving any other hope. People are often convinced that
God is mad at or disappointed in them. This is not how He views people who are in
Christ and have traded their unrighteousness for His righteousness. This application of
the gospel is life-changing!

Future lessons will help you share hope with others. You should recall the phrase
“APPLY THE GOSPEL.” This will direct your help toward others, assuring you are
always Christ-focused and adhere to Biblical principles.

Don’t worry if this concept is not clear or foreign to you. As you study more week by
week about One-Another care, sharing hope with others, and applying the One-
Anothers, it will become your most common “tool” in your conversations.

Let’s look at a few phrases you might catch on to as you speak with people that could
indicate that they either do not have a clear understanding of the Gospel or that they
are not applying it to their lives:

*“T don’t understand why God would do this to me.”
*“I can’t see any purpose in this.”

*“I just don’t know who I am anymore.”

*“I am so anxious and worried all the time.”

*“I feel so guilty.”

*“I do not deserve another chance.”

*“I don’t feel forgiven.”

*“He hurt me too badly; I can’t forgive him.”
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Let’s look at those again and see how the Gospel might apply. Realize that although we
don’t have the whole story in each scenario, this is meant to show you what we mean
by “apply the Gospel.” In each week’s homework and discussion, you will have
opportunities to apply the Gospel in more specific situations. This time, let’s look at a
Gospel Truth that applies to each (look up these Scriptures as you read these):

*“I don’t understand why God would do this to me.” — The cross tells us He suffered
everything we do as He bore our sins (1 Peter 2:24).

*“I can’t see any purpose in this.” — The cross is why He can promise to work all things
together because it was the ultimate working together for good on our behalf (John
19:28-30).

*“I just don’t know who I am anymore.” — At the cross, we find our identity; upon
conversion, we are a new creation (2 Cor 5:17).

*“I am so anxious and worried all the time.” — God made provision for you at the cross
in every area, proving Himself completely trustworthy as your Heavenly Father
(Philippians 4:6).

*“I still feel so guilty.” — You are forgiven at the cross, whether you feel like it or not (1
John 1:9).

*“I do not deserve another chance.” Grace flows freely because of the cross (Romans
3:24).

*“I don’t feel forgiven.” — God’s Word says that you are forgiven when you place your
faith in Him (Ephesians 1:7).

*“He hurt me too badly, I can’t forgive him.” — We don’t deserve God’s forgiveness,
either, but we are forgiven (Romans 4:7). (NOTE: in cases of abuse, this is too
simplistic. Be sure to direct any struggling abuse victim to a counselor.)

*Others?

Let’s examine some particulars about the gospel and discipleship. What about
mentoring someone who is not a Christian? You might be able to offer some practical
tips for dealing with their problems, teach them some things, and maybe provide some
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behavior management help. But a heart can only be transformed because it has been
affected by the Gospel. There can be no proper understanding of Spiritual Truths unless
a person is a believer.

(1 Corinthians 2:14) “But the person without the Spirit does not receive what comes from
God'’s Spirit, because it is foolishness to him; he is not able to understand it since it is
evaluated spiritually.”

One-another ministry (or counseling, mentoring, and similar) implies that it is done
believer-to-believer. With a nonbeliever, your primary concern is to EVANGELIZE.
How would you go about this? Jot down some ideas here.

Here are some things you may or may not have considered:

What is the nonbeliever’s worldview? As you hear about their life, ask lots of questions
such as -

What do they turn to for help?

What do they believe about God, Jesus, and the Bible?

Can you think of other questions to ask?

Our goal in One-Another Ministry is found in Matthew 22:37-40

(Matthew 22:37-40) “He said to him, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all
your soul, and with all your mind. * This is the greatest and most
important command. * The second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself.  All the Law
and the Prophets depend on these two commands.”
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Here are a few more thoughts about the Gospel and One-Another care for your
reflection:

*Applying the Gospel means to be MOTIVATED by the Gospel. We are motivated to
share and apply it when we grasp it.
Someone who is joy-filled and peaceful is someone who understands the Gospel.

*If we are not motivated by the Gospel, we are motivated by the flesh.
*We want to be kind and forgiving because of what God has done for us.

*Preach the Gospel to yourself every day! Some Scriptures that help you to do that:
Psalm 103:12, Isaiah 43:25, Isaiah 53:6, Romans 4:7-8, Romans 8:1
And MANY others!

What has the Gospel provided to believers?

*The Gospel promises to complete the work of redemption in my life.
*The Gospel shapes my identity as a human being.

*The Gospel makes intimate communication with God possible.

*The Gospel protects me from pride and self-righteousness.

*The Gospel compels me to live mercifully with others.

*The Gospel convicts my heart to war against sin.

*The Gospel makes it possible to war with sin.

*The Gospel portrays the rich, eternal, incomprehensible, overwhelming love of Jesus
to me.

*Can you think of others?

Of course, there will be times to confront and challenge someone with their sin. We are

called to speak the Truth....IN LOVE. Be gracious, kind, bold, and honest. Remember
that your sword is God’s Word and speaks effectively into someone’s heart. Some
believers take this to the wrong extreme and become “sin hunters” instead of hope-
givers. Speaking the Truth IN LOVE requires leading by the Spirit, humility, seeing
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someone as God sees them, and tending to your heart so that your motivation is pure.
Putting others before ourselves requires telling them the Truth, even if it is
uncomfortable to point out their sins, doing so lovingly and helpfully. Remember to
level the playing field. In other words, at the foot of the cross, you are the same as the
sinner in front of you. We all are. It helps us be loving, gentle, and kind when we
picture ourselves alongside the person we are helping. Not above them, not better than
them, but the same in our struggles.

Another helpful phrase for you to learn and remember:
THINK BIBLICALLY

If someone does not understand and apply the gospel well, the biblical principles,
commands, and promises will not be as helpful. For spiritual health, we must always
“think Biblically” about the gospel and any tools we use in mentoring.

We must encourage others to think Biblically and ensure we do the same.

As you do One-Another care with people, every relationship begins with the following
Truths that are especially important in One-Another relationships (look up these verses
as you read):

*Good News:

1. God loves us (John 3:16-17).

2. God redeems us (Romans 3:21-31).

3. God makes all things new (2 Corinthians 5:17; Revelation 21:5).

*Eternity With Christ:

1. Salvation is a work of Christ, not us (Ephesians 2:9).

2. We are reborn by Him (Ephesians 2:1-7).

3. We are adopted by Him (Romans 8:15-17).

4. We are cleansed by Him (Hebrews 10:22 and 1 John 1:9).
5. We are taught by Him (John 6:45).

6. We are secured by Him (John 6:37-40).

*The Good News Changes Those Who Believe It:
1. Regeneration (2 Corinthians 5:17).
2. Renewal (Romans 12:1-2; 2 Corinthians 4:16).

*The Good News empowers us to obey God’s Word.
1. Willingness and ability to obey (Romans 6:1-3; Romans 6:4-7; 2 Corinthians 5:14-
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17).
2. Willingness and ability to share the Good News with others (2 Corinthians 5:18-21).

Look again at the woman at the well (John 4:28-42). After the woman received the
Truth, she immediately went and told others. As a result, many believed. She
exemplified One-Another ministry immediately upon belief. She did not wait to learn a
formula or a program to start a ministry. She simply went out and shared her story.

Let’s do the same as we minister according to the One-Anothers of Scripture.
In your next homework section, you will have an opportunity in the form of a case

study to apply the Gospel and think biblically as you learn how to share hope from
God’s Word with someone struggling.

SUGGESTED RESOURCES One-Another care and the Gospel:
Counsel from the Cross, by Elyse Fitzpatrick and Dennis Johnson
Identity, by Conrad Hilario

Handout:

215 Things (PDF)

Be sure to visit the website to see an updated, extended list of resource
suggestions!
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Hope and Help for the Heart

Remember: APPLY THE Gospel and THINK BIBLICALLY are the key One-Another
phrases that you will want to keep in mind as you approach sharing hope with others.

Before we can share hope with someone, we need to have a better understanding of
“the heart.” Biblically, what do we mean when we say “the heart”?

The heart is everything immaterial about you. It is your thoughts, beliefs, and desires at
the core. From that core flow your motives, behaviors, attitudes, and emotions — the
things that make up your personality.

To have lasting change that is rooted in the Truth of Scripture (the Gospel and thinking
Biblically), there needs to be true “heart change.” Ephesians 4:20-24 addresses how
change happens. We will be covering this more in-depth in a future lesson.

All Biblical help, regardless of what you call it, must begin with the Gospel and how it
applies to the heart. Defining the heart is critical. This diagram is a helpful tool for
explaining it more clearly.

HEART CHANGE = VICTORY Ephesians 4:20-24

BEHAVIORS EMOTIONS/FEELINGS

the mind:
THOUGHTS
BELIEFS
DESIRES

/

MOTIVES ATTITUDES

Gospel driven thoughts, beliefs, and desires occur in ouf minds. They are revealed in our motives, attitudes,
behaviors, and emotions, which will flow out of our hearts. Heart change must start by applying the gospel to your
thoughts, beliefs, and desires. This will lead to change in your behaviors, emotions, motives, and attitudes. 2
Corinthians 5:17.
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Gospel-driven thoughts, beliefs, and desires occur in our minds and are revealed in our
motives, attitudes, behaviors, and emotions, which flow out of our hearts. Heart change
must start by applying the gospel to our thoughts, beliefs, and desires. This will lead to
a change in our behaviors, emotions, motives, and attitudes. 2 Corinthians 5:17.

So, all change must begin in the heart’s core. Everything else pours out of our thoughts,
beliefs, and desires. If our thoughts, beliefs, and desires are not Gospel-centered and
rooted in God’s Word, our attitudes, motives, emotions, and behaviors will not be
godly. We will struggle.

God’s Word says that we cannot trust our hearts. Jeremiah 17:9 says, “The heart is more
deceitful than anything else, and incurable—who can understand it?”

This is why we cannot help someone by simply offering a new behavior modification
idea or telling them how they should or shouldn’t feel, what their motives should be, or
that they need to change their attitude. While we can temporarily change those things
in our strength, there will be no lasting change until we reach the core—our thoughts,
beliefs, and desires.

Our thoughts are how we spend our thought lives. Are our thoughts centered on the
“checklist” in Philippians 4:8?

“Finally brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just,
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable—if there is any moral
excellence and if there is anything praiseworthy—dwell on these things.” (Philippians 4:8)

Or are we thinking thoughts that deny God’s sovereignty or deny the Truths of the
Gospel and are full of fleshly worries, fears, and anxieties?

Our beliefs are what we believe about God and His Word—our theology and doctrine
matter. If we are in error, our beliefs will eventually affect our attitudes, behaviors,
emotions, and motives. Again, we must be rooted in the Gospel and think Biblically.

Our desires are simply what we want. Do we want God’s will or our own? Do we want
self-centered things in life, or do we want to be others-centered? Is there idolatry in
our lives, or are we applying Ephesians 4:22-24?

“22to take off! your former way of life, the old self that is corrupted by deceitful desires, % to
be renewed in the spirit of your minds, #* and to put on the new self, the one
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created according to God’s likeness in righteousness and purity of the truth.”
(Ephesians 4:22-24)

As you engage in One-Another relationships, always encourage others that it is God
Who does a work in their hearts, and it is not just about changing their external
lifestyles. God is a relational God, and Jesus is our perfect example of how to care for
others. His work in your life was and is at the heart level. He never says to “clean up
your act” and then come to Him. Instead, He gave and continues to provide you with
grace, patiently working in your heart as you grow in love, knowledge, and application
of His Word.

The website has a file called “The Heart Diagram” for your use. Giving this to your
mentee and discussing your approach to helping them is important. Be sure to
encourage them that you are not offering behavior management or some way to “feel
better.” Instead, you are offering them the Word of God and helping them see how the
gospel applies and to think biblically about their struggles.

Remember: We want to counsel, targeting the heart, based on Truth, not our opinion.
Opinions can be wrong, but the truth never changes. If it does seem essential to give an
opinion (make sure it is important), always preface it with something like, “This is not
advice; this is just an opinion.” The most biblical help comes from God’s Word, not our
human opinions, theories, guesses, or other points of view that may or may not align
with what Scripture teaches.

Common grace is different than opinion. In common grace, we can utilize the things
that God provides to all mankind (not just to believers) for His glory, our good, and the
good of others (such as those we are mentoring.) These things can often be helpful as
we target the heart of a mentee. An example is having an overwhelmed mentee make a
to-do list with priorities emphasized. No scripture tells us to build such a list. But in
common grace, it is a tool that exists in our culture that helps us. In God’s Word, there
is nothing that tells us that it is sinful to make such a list. Therefore, using this as a
tool, along with God’s Word, is acceptable when helping an overwhelmed mentee.

What other examples of common grace might apply to helping struggling people?

Some examples of common grace might cause controversy in Christian circles. For
instance, personality testing like the Enneagram. Some believe that these fall under
common grace, and some are concerned that they fall under occultic practice and,
therefore, are forbidden by God’s Word. It is not necessarily critical to take a side or
give these controversies too much weight. What is essential is that you uphold the
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sufficiency of scripture without compromise. If you are ever concerned that something
is a compromise, it is usually wise to avoid using it. Can you think of examples like
this?

Asking good questions is a great way to target the heart. David Powlison published an
excellent tool called " X-ray questions.” The website has a link to it. Please look at it
and consider other good questions you might add as you address heart issues with a
mentee.

Another vital tool in any soulcare is “Saturating on scripture”. Memorizing scripture is
a good practice, but when people are overwhelmed, they don’t always have the capacity
for it. Saturation involves simply reading a verse or passage repeatedly. Just read it, and
reread it, and let it sink in. Come back to it and reread it repeatedly. Some people
advise reading a passage 100 times a day! Others might instead start with 10 times,
then more later. It is a flexible tool. Scripture becomes increasingly familiar to you as
you saturate (eventually, you might memorize it automatically!). It is a way to “re-
wallpaper” your mind with God’s Word to combat lies in our thinking and learn to think
about a struggle biblically. This is a tool to use for any struggle someone is facing. As
you mentor, ask your mentee, “Have you been saturating?” This is a discipline they can
develop to think biblically more consistently.

Do you have the discipline of saturation in your life? What other benefits or drawbacks
do you anticipate with this concept?

You must tend to your own heart as you relate to others. Focus on the heart’s needs,
helping them apply the Gospel and think Biblically. Don’t focus primarily on the
externals. Be patient and practice the One-Anothers of Scripture in your relationships.
Remember that it is God who will work in their hearts.

It is always good to ask God to search your heart and do some self-examination, too! A
mentor need not be perfect; that is obviously impossible. You can mentor someone
and, at the same time, engage in your own struggles. We will touch more on this in a
future lesson, but for now, consider how to tend to your own heart, as all believers are
encouraged to do. A good place to start is to run through those x-ray questions
yourself.
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The list below will also help you self-reflect on your one-another ministry. The
following things will help you have a more fruitful One-Another ministry and could be
considered qualifications of someone who mentors, teaches, disciples, etc.

Look through them, and note which areas are your strengths and which areas are your
weaknesses.

*Be more of a listener than an answer-giver.

*Be sure that you, as a believer, are called to it.

*Esteem others more highly than yourself.

*Love God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength.

*Have a strong love for God’s people of all ages.

*Have a love for God’s Word.

*Know how to go to God’s Word for answers, rather than only secular sources.
*Enjoy seeing people transformed by God’s Word.

*Be willing to be stretched beyond your comfort zone.

*Be willing to let God work in your heart, starting with your thoughts, beliefs, and
desires.

*Be willing to be committed, even when people are difficult.

*Be willing to seek counsel for yourself when you are struggling.

*Be humble, patient, and kind towards others.

*Have regular devotional time and Bible Study for your own walk.

*Have a meaty prayer life.

*Saturate on Scripture.

*Serve the body in your local church.

*Attend church regularly.

*Fellowship with believers regularly.

*Evangelize in your sphere of influence.

*Read quality books from Christian authors that challenge you to grow.
*Listen to theologically and doctrinally sound Christian music as a worship tool.
*Teach and mentor others to do all of the above.

Commit now to consider the areas of weakness you noted above.
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Offering Hope about Your Heart, CASE STUDY:

For this lesson and all future lessons, we will have a case study in this section of your
homework, looking at how to share hope with somebody with a particular struggle.
Some will be about women, some will be about men, but the general principles covered
will apply to all people. Let’s assume that most mentoring will be female-to-female and
male-to-male. Please don’t let that hinder you from learning from a case study about
the opposite sex. For example, if you are a male reading a female case, feel free to
mentally change it as you read to a male if that helps you to think through the case.

This week, we will look at a woman who is feeling hopeless about her life. Susan has
gone through many trials lately, none of which are under her control. Her husband lost
his job due to the lousy economy, and they are in danger of foreclosing on their home
that they have enjoyed for 15 years. They have three grown children, all living in other
states. Their oldest daughter just found out that she is infertile, and Susan has always
longed for grandchildren. Susan’s best friend recently got diagnosed with breast cancer,
and Susan struggles to know how to be a friend to her when Susan herself is feeling so
hopeless. Due to their financial troubles, they also have been unable to meet their
monthly bills, and she and her husband have no idea how to remedy that. Susan does
not work and has always been a stay-at-home wife and mom. In addition to that,
Susan’s car needs repairs; her washing machine is making a loud noise, her computer
crashes, and she feels as if things are falling apart around her.

Susan has been a Christian, she says, since she was 15. She received Christ while at a
Christian camp one summer and started attending a Bible-believing church then. She
and her husband attend a solid church regularly, and she volunteers in the nursery. She
attends Women’s Bible Studies on occasion. She has a few friends in the church, but
nobody she considers herself close to. She feels terrible about saying this, but she feels
like God abandoned her. She even feels slightly angry with Him for allowing all these
struggles simultaneously, with no visible solution in sight. She is not sleeping well due
to the anxiety and worry all of this is causing. She is very close to asking her doctor for
an anti-anxiety drug to help her feel better.

You go to church with Susan and end up sitting next to her at an event with plenty of
time to chat. She tells you her story with all of the above details. How would you
encourage Susan in that moment? How could you encourage her ongoing after that
conversation?
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SUGGESTED RESOURCES for Hope and Help for the Heart
The Dynamic Heart in Daily Life, by Jeremy Pierre

Idols of the Heart, by Elyse Fitzpatrick

Handouts:

The Heart Diagram (PDF)

Powlison’s xray questions (PDF)

Be sure to visit the website to see an updated, extended list of resource
suggestions!
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LESSON TWO KEY TAKEAWAYS:

Phrases to remember:
“apply the gospel” and “think biblically”

Always target the heart; heart change brings life change!

Saturate with scripture
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APPLYING JOHN 13:34: Love and Devotion
John 13:34

“I give you a new command: Love one another. Just as I have loved you, you are also to love
one another.”

NOTE: For your study of this week’s One-Another Scripture, you can use any study method
you choose. This kind of independent Bible study is stretching and good for us. Enjoy the
process! Dig as deep as you wish. You can always come back to it in the future, too. In our
meetings, as time allows, we will aim to discuss your study findings. If we don’t have time,
you will still benefit from your time in God’s Word to focus on some of the one-another
passages.

You will study this most accurately by reading in context John 13:31-38, the broader
passage from which this verse is taken. Remember that our focus for this study is One-
Another ministry, so you will want to study that and related themes as you dig in.

...To get you started on this passage, here are a few concepts that I (Ellen) discovered in
my study. What can you add to them?

*Jesus was saying that love among believers must be what we are all about.

If we fail at this, the world will be given the right to deny that we are disciples of Christ.
Our love for each other will be a distinguishing mark of authenticity that we genuinely
follow Him.

*This is not the same as loving our neighbors, which includes the nonbelievers. This is
about love for one another, believer to believer.

*This is a simple truth that anyone can understand (“love one another”), and yet also
profound because even mature believers are often embarrassed by how poorly they
comprehend it and put it into practice.

*Commentaries say that this particular “love one another” is a deeper kind of love than
loving your neighbor. The broader passage: In the Upper Room, a picture of a new
community was being formed as Jesus showed His friends a picture of a future they and
we are to experience. The key to this experience is RELATIONSHIP with each other and
with Jesus. These are the words Jesus chose to share with His disciples in this last brief
time, so they must be significant to us.
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*Because we are in Christ together, our friendship will be more intimate than other
human relationships.

What did you learn as you studied this passage?
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BIBLICAL MENTORS: Jesus and His Disciples
John 15:12-17

“This is my command: Love one another as I have loved you. > No one has greater love than
this: to lay down his life for his friends. * You are my friends if you do what I command
you. **I do not call you servants anymore, because a servant doesn’t know what his
master is doing. I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything I
have heard from my Father. ' You did not choose me, but I chose you. I appointed you to go
and produce fruit and that your fruit should remain, so that whatever you ask the Father in
my name, he will give you.

NOTE: For your study of this lesson’s biblical mentors, you can use any study method you
choose. This kind of independent Bible study is stretching and good for us. Enjoy the
process! Dig as deep as you wish. You can always come back to it in the future, too. In our
meetings, as time allows, we will aim to discuss your study findings. If we don’t have time,
you will still benefit from your time in God’s Word to focus on some examples of biblical
mentors.

You will study this passage most accurately by reading it in context in the whole
chapter of John 15.

This passage portrays the example of Jesus’ One-Another ministry to His disciples.
Study this week’s passage using your preferred method, but feel free to expand on that
as God leads you. Other places in Scripture elaborate on this particular relationship
beyond this passage.

...To get you started, here are a few concepts that I (Ellen) discovered in my study.
What can you add to them?

*The concept of FRIENDSHIP in One-Another relationships is the key point here.

*Loving one another is one primary command Jesus gives believers—they must have
mutual love. We grow by caring for and nurturing one another!

*He gives us a standard for love — Christ’s example of humble sacrificial service.
He did the MOST a person could ever do for a friend — die for him. This was His

demonstration of love.

*The word “slave” did not fit their relationship because a slave does what He is told
without understanding his master’s mind or business.
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*But Jesus called His disciples FRIENDS because He had revealed His Father’s mind and
business to them. Friends are taken into confidence, but servants are not.

*We lay down OUR lives by engaging in untiring service for the people of God. That is
what One-Another ministry requires. It’s highly Biblical from every angle!

What else would you add?
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For further discussion, here are some options as time allows:

*If you are mentoring someone (or have mentored someone) and have anything about their situation that
you need some help with, or input from others, and ideas for how to best care for them, let’s discuss it
(remember privacy and confidentiality, no names and avoid specifics that would identify that person.)
*Discuss some of the content from “Consider Your Counsel” if time allows.

*OR, what other questions do you have?

Use this space for any notes to refer to later, as needed.
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